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English Day & English Games

Jefferson Wong (S6 Hope) Head of English Ambassador Team (EAT)

‘ an unprecedented number of 80 entries,

with the result of 7 Proficiency Awards,
over 61 Merit Awards, two 2nd runners-

As the city becomes more prosperous, Engllsh Morning assemblies & Eng'ISh Cafe
the publication of magazines becomes more

popular and prevalent, for example, Reader’s

00 N O O A WIN -

Digest, Time, National Geographic, etc. Believe up and a champion from S5 Wisdom, William Movie Club

it or not, we are actually publishing a magazine ? Ng, in the Public Speaking Solo. Such a divine

too. Although we are not giving you all the juicy {. D) outcome is believed to be the fruit of our ; Rl AnE ;
news about celebrities, informative knowledge — endeavors. William’s triumph is not simply Winners of the Most Eng“Sh rich Classroom Competltlon (Aprll)
on how to preserve the Earth or history about Hitler, his own triumph but the school’s triumph. It is my

we are presenting you all the priceless memories @ ® (onviction that in the following year we will do better, 9 Winners of Most English-rich Classroom Com petition (June)

we had this year, and all the smiles and laughter we =~ @ & be it the number of entries or number of winners.

shared in the activities of the year. Welcome, our @ o Without a doubt, secondary school life is always 1 O . |

readers, to this new issue of the EES magazine. the most enjoyable time of our life but unfortunately, it The Legend of Mulan &Robin Hood |
To look back on the activities this year, the e 9 only happens once. Many would lament about it while

most fruitful ones would be the English Café, and @ ® some would say, “who says we are letting it go?” It is c

the Hong Kong Schools Speech Festival (HKSSF). @ 9 within ourselves whether we are going to set free our 1 1 The Legend of Mulan & Robin Hood

Thanks to all the English Ambassadors who kept happy memories of our school years. We get to choose

on encot{raging ,their counterparts to participate in e 9 how we liYe. 'People always say we only live once, bltlt 1 2 Learni ng EngIISh th rOUgh Drama

the English Café. We saw that the average number @ & ifwe liveitright, once is enough. So why don’t we live

of students joining the English Café each week ) the way we want to live?

jumped to around 15 to 20. Although it sounds small, ole Last but not least, before you begin your new 1 3 Diocesan Talent Show 2008-2009

quantity does not mean quality; almost all life, there is something you must do to prepare for the
the participants are willing to chat with the @ ® start. First, immerse yourself in an extremely cozy

native English teachers and that is what @ o ecnvironment. Then, have your favorite drink and sit 1 4 Language Week
we have been hoping to see. ole down on your favorite couch and read this EES
St. Joan of Arc Secondary e magazine tranquilly with the affectionate
School is always well-known ~ @ ® heart you used to have in your youthful, 1 5 Lang uage Week

for its phenomenal performance @ g energetic secondary school years.
in the competitions of the HKSSF.
This year was no exception. We had
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Ms. K Mok, Ms. Y. Ho & Mrs. J. Tsang 22 Integrated Skills School-based Curriculum

Message from the EES Co-ordinator 23

Our English Department is committed to expose every student to learning English both inside and outside the
classroom with the funding of the English Enhancement Scheme from the EDB. 2 4
With the collaborative efforts among teachers and students and a practical implementation plan, we are able to
improve the quality of learning and teaching. In addition, we can ensure the use of resources in financial terms will
2 bring about a sustainable impact on learning, teacher development and school development. 3

Mrs. ]. Tsang

Mother’s Day Card Design Competition

English Around S. J. A.



v Since the implementation of Mother-tongue language teaching, the
E 1 ) ay use of English amongst students in Hong Kong has been greatly reduced.
However, the demand for English in society has only been drastically

increased. In light of this, English Day is organized on every Friday. The
It’s onl y w hen with aim is to provide more opportunities for students to speak English and to better appreciate the English language.

more than a peta 1. will the On English Day, students are encouraged to speak in English with each other, and with the staff and teachers.
Y Whenever they speak to the English Ambassadors or English teachers in English, they will be awarded with a stamp on the

f lower be com P lete and English passport. When 5 stamps are collected, they can redeem them for a drink or a snack from the English Café, which

show its intrinsic beau ty to operates at lunchtime. Also, junior students may collect stamps by playing at the English games stalls organized by senior

students during recess.

the world. This year, the English Day was kicked off during the English morning assembly, followed by the games stalls during

recess, and the English café at lunchtime. We believe that by organizing the English Day once every week, four times a

month, the students will benefit from the English exposure and will learn to love to use English language confidently.

’ “She sells sea shells by the seashore” is one of the most

EVW\/ G a/VVL%/ familiar tongue twisters among students. Ever since we were

small kids, we started learning any new habits or skills by

playing games. Even in adulthood, when we learn a new

technique, we play a game first to get ourselves interested and also to get familiar with the basic knowledge of what we
are trying to learn.

In St. Joan of Arc Secondary School, the English Society is doing the same thing. We organize English games during
recess every English Speaking Day. The aim is to intrigue students to learn English. Games like tongue twisters, word
choice, searching for lyrics etc. are set up at the booths outside the library.

With games, there must be rewards. If students win a game, they will be awarded with a stamp on their English
passport and when five are collected, a free drink can be redeemed at the English Café.

Some people say playing games is a stepping stone to learning good English. Some may disagree with this but I for
one concur. Having the same goal, we strive to make learning English fun.

The English Enhancement scheme was launched two years ago with each year being better than the
previous year. For this year, I am proud to say that we have had an unprecedented breakthrough, given to a
change in attitude of our students: the number of English ambassadors reached 85, which is almost 5 students
from each class. Such a large and supportive group of acolytes not only makes the running of the society
much easier and smoother, but it also gives more students the benefit of being involved in the activities
carried out by the society. As such, our aim, to create an English- rich environment around the school, is
much closer to us.

In the past, the English Society consisted of only 9 people, each having a different position. Today, we
have come to three main sectors, which are the Junior English Ambassadors as the base, the Senior English
ambassadors as the middle, and the Head and Assistant Heads of English Ambassadors at the highest level.
Such a group of support is conducive to the success of the program in terms of planning, promoting and
launching of the activities.

5'\,6(‘7‘7
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Being the Head of the English Ambassador Team is a double-edged sword. On the one hand, you build
your leadership skills through organizing different kinds of activities. On the other hand, you sacrifice your
free time and suffer while balancing your study life and the “Chairperson’s life”. As a matter of fact, the post
of the Chairperson of the English Society has long been renowned as one of the most challenging jobs in the
school like Mrs. Tsang calling you out often during lessons for urgent updates, meeting the deadlines of the
many script writings, and making announcements in front of the crowd. Tiring as all these are, they all are
good for me, because running the English Society, benefits all of my fellow schoolmates. Viewing it from
this angle, I am honored to serve this holy post.

Is it a verb or noun?

It is known that without any part of the team, the English Society would never run as successfully and
smoothly as we have in this year. I hereby would like to say thank you to Mrs. Tsang for her considerate
guidelines and strict way of training; my partners, Tin and Wayne, for their kind and selfless help, and all the
Senior and Junior English Ambassadors for their enthusiastic and incessant participation in the activities.

@o/ngratulations!
You win.a-stamp.

TIME
LIMIT: 158

Jefferson Wong (S6 Hope)
EAT Head

Get prepared to have your tongue twisted. Get confused?



This program is our new attempt to promote English for life!

TV M%WOV.S/ Translators started in early October. On Fridays, English ambassadors
are on duty in front of the staff room. Students have to speak with the

Translator in order to call the teachers. The duties are simple but meaningful. It’s really effective as students
can practise practical and daily English in a relaxing way. On the other hand, not only does the program

provide opportunities for students, but it also lets the Translators experience the importance of being polite to
others.

I’m on duty calling teachers’ names in English! Mr. Poon, someone is looking for you.

EnglistviM ovining, A'ssembly,
In the past, English Morning Assembly was held only once a week, but this year it was bi-weekly. During :

these sessions, students were given ample opportunities to hone their English skills. All announcements were We love“Englismi€afel®Don’t we? Let's see who will be the winner.
made in English. What’s more, we had book sharing and listening to popular English songs.

N\ u
Wayne Lam (S6 Faith) Tt unneeeSS8SSsss ;N

Movie Clnb

L0

Do you like Johnny Depp? Or are you addicted
to any famous animated films like “The Monster
House”? The Movie Club shows a movie on
Wednesdays during lunchtime. You can come and
jump into a fascinating world full of breathtaking
thrillers, entertaining comedies and romantic stories!

Also, short meetings are provided to let you
discuss the movie and share your feelings! What a
great way to spend your leisure time during lunchtime
and you can grab the chance to practise English by
sharing film reviews with your buddies!

\ We are promoting English activities. Reminders! Mr. Whelan is introducing
our EAT members!

7 z In Hong Kong, cafes are found everywhere; not to mention the
E VW‘/ C m one on Braemar Hill- The St. Joan of Arc English Café!

Why have a café, a culture from France that has become so
popular throughout the world? People may always wonder but the answer is simple and straight forward: it
provides a decent and delightful venue for gatherings.

Friendship has long been considered as the most precious thing in the world; not even money can
substitute it. Because we cherish friendship to such an extent, chatting in a café has become a well-liked
pastime for all walks of life.

In the English Caf¢, students can receive a preferred drink with every five stamps collected on the
English Passport. While enjoying the drinks, they play English games or chat in English with the English
Ambassadors and English teachers.

Be it Starbucks, Pacific Coffee or the St. Joan of Arc English Café, we all share the same goal: to offer
quality food and beverage service and provide every customer an opportunity to share some happy moments
with their friends in English.

[

e v‘r ——
Here comes the remanticjpart!
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One of the most indispensible factors of efficient English learning is the degree of the learner’s immersion in an English-
rich environment. Yet, it is never easy for anyone alone, especially students in CMI schools, to find themselves in such an
environment. To facilitate this, a corner is reserved in every classroom to become the English corner. This is an area for putting
up English related materials aiming to improve students’ English proficiency unobtrusively and imperceptibly by frequently
updating the English related materials and creating an atmosphere filled with active learning of English.

In general, posters, book reports and the students’ own written works fill this space. Also examples of idioms, phrasal
verbs and news cuttings are common materials used for the decoration of the English Corner. In some cases, students may even
utilize the walls of the classroom to put up different expressions or vocabulary to maximize the creation of the ambiance of
active learning of English in the classroom.

Hence, with the purpose of commending student’s hard work and motivating them to work better, a competition system
named the most English-rich classroom competition is established. There will be a winner in each form and they will be
awarded a champion flag. As the competition is repeated twice in a term, decorations need to be renewed frequently.

In an interview with one of the active participants of the competition, he claimed that through the competition, he realized
that English can be learnt in different ways, and by putting up the exhibits in the classroom, the memorization of the newly-
taught materials can be intensified as they can refer to the words or sentences posted on the walls and boards if they forget.
Also, while decorating the classroom, they need to conduct research on the items used, via this process, self-learning which is
much appreciated nowadays is practiced. For a new English learner, this competition is simply a good start.

Chris Wong (S6 Hope)
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Date: 17th November 2008 Time: 2:00 p.m. Venue: School Hall R i adventure / ’ "Ulnc'e@"”“\s

Sequence of events

S:lund:ylsmApfi 2009
11:30am & 2:30pm

il ol ROBIN HOOD — a well-known hero appeared in Hong
Tickebs: Kong last week!

$150 in advance
. $175 at the door
Ticket price includes pizzas, It was a drama performed by Chunky Onion Productions,
sandwiches and soft drinks . . .
Venue: Hong Kong's leading educational drama company, which
i aimed to show students that English language activities can

- (near City Hall) Tel: Toim be interesting and taken up outside the classroom.

: bt He Shen Chun (S3 Faith)
www.chunkyonion.com

The Legend of Mulan Lai Ko Ting (S3 Fait) & Jason Puncs (S1 Faith) &
Winter Chan (S3 Hope) Wilson Tong (S1 Hope)

Reviews

Survey Report

Hello! I'm g ‘.,!, )

Introduction
This report has been written because we wanted to find out students’ response after participating as the Anthony from 1Faith. \:\Q;
audience of the Chunky Onion drama. A I'd like to tell you i /
S1 to S3 students were invited to complete the questionnaires and give their comments on it. S about a drama show

called “The Adventures
of Robin Hood” by

Findings
The overall opinion of the performance was positive. 75% of the students felt that the performance was good.

64% of the students felt that the story was easy enough for them to understand.68% of the students thought that w v N Chunky Onion Productions.

the level of English was moderately appropriate for their level of English.76% of them felt that the study exercises ¢ N ) It is an action-packed, funny and

were interesting and helpful. Finally, 70% of the students said that they were interested in participating in another _' m t — exciting story. During the drama show I laughed
St

Ha! Ha! I really enjoyed it. It is a lot and had a happy time. In this story, I like
indeed a new way to learn English Robin Hood, the main character most. He was
through drama. Also, the free pizzas kind and brave. He protected Marian and fought
and sandwiches provided for the with the rotten sheriff.
audience were delicious. I am glad After I watched the show, I felt it was
that I was one of the audiences in fascinating and I really think I can learn English
this spectacular show. It was fun. in a fun way. [ want to watch more such shows.

Li Hok Chung (S2 Hope) Anthony Lau (S1 Faith)

similar program in the future.

From the written comments, some reflected that it was really a fun way to learn English through drama when
they were immersed in English speaking environment for one and a half hours. Moreover, they thought that the pre-drama show education
packs were very useful in terms of learning how to write the plot of the drama and the description of characters. In addition, they learned a lot
of vocabulary through the lyrics of the songs too.

Last but not least, teachers were also invited to give some comments on the drama. They also agreed that the pre-show materials were
very useful. They added that S1 students might not be able to understand the whole drama but it was a good exposure to them. It is hoped that
there will be more students acting with the cast in the drama.

Conclusion and recommendations

To conclude, it is worth organizing this type of drama for enhancing students’ language proficiency annually. We must thank the school
for funding this activity for junior forms.

It is recommended that Chunky Onion Drama Team will train a few more students to act with the cast. It was a great show! It was more

Ng Fung Kevin Yeuk Wah (S3 Faith) like a party than a drama show. Actors
performed well. I really had a great
time there. I would be happy to join
this kind of show again.

He Shen Jun (S3 Faith)

It was such a great enjoyment to go for a drama with schoolmates
and teachers on a Sunday. We met at Central MTR station and
together we went to a restaurant in the basement of Jardine House.

Before the drama performance, we were served with delicious
pizzas and coke and after filling up our stomachs, the drama show,
Robin Hood, began. It was an extract from
the original story of Robin Hood which was

Date: 19"’ A p”I 2009 On April 19., 2009, a live English-language
drama was held in Grappa's Cellar, a restaurant

Time: 2:30 p-m. located in Central. Before the show, snacks and rewritten to make it more amazing and suitable
Venue: Grappa’s Cellar  drinks were supplied. ” I really enjoyed watching the for a small stage. (
The photo on the right shows students and . drama show. The characters did a lot During the show, the restaurant was full of
teachers from St. Joan of Arc Secondary School . of funny actions that made me laugh. laughs, screams and clapping. We all enjoyed
enjoying their tasty meal. I would definitely join this type of ourselves within these two hours which in the
¢ drama show again. end, we found it to be too short to say goodbye.

10

x, (81 Ng Wai Lam (S3 Hope) Andrew Lai (S3 Faith) 1 1



During the 2008-2009 school year, the members of the
English Department attended a 10-hour workshop on Learning
English Through Drama. The workshops proved to be a lively
mix of traditional instruction and various physical activities
like role playing. All aspects of theatrical performance were
covered, and this was timely, given the introduction of the New

Secondary Syllabus.

Again, because the topic was drama, it was a very active workshop. Through the use of an excellent
workbook, we tried different activities that we will be able to use with our students. These included
improvisation games, voice exercises, interview techniques and even mime! We also spent some time
looking at the history of acting and public performance, and at the different backstage jobs that make a
drama performance possible. After spending time on the different types of drama and performance, like
monologues, duologues, comedies and tragedies, we looked at script writing; this culminated in our three
groups putting on our own performances.

This was a much more entertaining workshop than usual. The instructors were enthusiastic and
knowledgeable, and once everyone got comfortable, they were all able to contribute. The workbook we
were given will be a valuable tool in the future, as it is filled with many quick and fun language games. It
also contains helpful hints for more advanced activities and some assessment materials. Many workshops
and seminars tend to be dry, academic affairs. This workshop was a notable exception. Through acting
and movement, we were able to learn some new skills and, at the same time, have some fun. All of the
teachers look forward to using some of the methods learned in their classrooms.

Mr. T. |. Whelan

Our instructor

Wil Slow 2008-2009

23 5. o A U B8 | )
Ms. Nicole Tavares, Faculty of Education, HKU & Mr.
Perry Bayer, NET of CCC Ming Kei College (Adjudicators)

Pay attention to the fabulous show!

Hong Kong Catholic Diocesan Secondary Schools
Review on Talent Show 2008-2009

The Talent Show was held on 25 April at Choi Hung Estate Catholic Secondary School. It was a really big event and 23 schools joined.
There were dramas, musicals, poems, songs, speeches, absolutely anything related to English could be found in that show. I was a participant
in the contest, and [ was to perform a speech on How fo be smart. 1 know it is an interesting topic, but [ am not sharing it today!

I was quite nervous that day, because what I was performing- Public Speaking Solo was a big challenge to me. I once tried to make a
speech but felt too nervous on stage and forgot everything. But this time, I am glad to say that I was accompanied by two other schoolmates,
so I could be calmer than before.

I waited for about two hours before my performance. Fortunately, my speech was a success, and I got wonderful comments from the
judges. It was a very good experience. | also got a chance to take a look at the plays from other schools and learnt a lot from. There were a
few dramas about the financial tsunami, a musical from Beauty and the Beast and others, mostly about faith or love. This show was really
meaningful to me, and it taught me a lot of things.

Lai Ko Ting (S3 Faith)

Comments

Jason, you conveyed the atmosphere of your poem quite well and had an interesting ending.

Ms Nicole Tavares
Some nice gestures from The Dark's reader. Good emphases on key words, e,g, “scream”.
Relax and look happy to be on stage. Nice pronunciation of consonants, Jason.

Mr. Perry Bayer

Anthony, you gave an animating speech. With your outstanding communication skills and
good vocal qualities, you succeeded in interacting so well with your audience. Your feelings
were effectively shown and your emotions clearly conveyed- Well done!

Ms. Nicole Tavares

Maybe think about the continuity between and introduction of each speaker. Nice manner,
Anthony. Good eye contact and intonation. You involved your audience in the speech about
Sunny. Very good changes of tone, emphasis, use of pause. You are a talented speaker, Anthony.

M. Perry Bayer

Ko Ting, you have mastered very good language skills. You spoke with a good diction, \
clarity of your speech and effective body gestures! Concrete examples acted in your speech!
This grabbed our attention really well!

Ms. Nicole Tavares

Ko Ting, nice purposeful stride on stage. Good use of gesture and intonation. You have a
great voice tone and use of eye contact. You demonstrated the “arm swinging” gestures well.
You made the right/ left brain theories nice and understandable for your audience. You are 1 3
another talented public speaker, Ko Ting.

Lai-KOWTingl(SPFaith) Mr. Perry Bayer )
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The grand opening of the Launguage Week Fun activities are waiting for you.

In Chinese culture, it has always been stressed that everything must obey the Yin Yang principle --- nothing too much and nothing
too less. It is a timeless principle and is still valid today. To put it into practice, this year, we, the Chinese Society and the English Society,
conducted a language week with the theme “Yin Yang” during the 2nd week of May. It was our hope that an ambiance filled with thick
cultural sense could be created and the message that English and Chinese cultures are vitally important could be conveyed.

During the week, the English department carried out three activities, namely, book sharing by book club members, movie broadcasting
for movie club members, and the English Debate competition for F.6 students. It is believed that students have benefited a lot from the
activities, especially the participants in the debate competition as debate has always been unfamiliar to students at our school.

MoVie

Book Sharing|

A big crowd of book lovers | want to share a book with you...

In an attempt to maximize the benefits of pal reading, a book
sharing presentation for junior form book club members was conducted
during the language week. In their presentations, they showed an
excellent understanding of the whole story, and innovative ideas for the
question given. The most impressive thing to know is that they never
looked nervous even when facing the audience.

In their presentation, we could also see the fruit of pal-reading ----
one helping another. During the sharing, the two students were helping
cach other. The confidence they showed in the talk was from the friends
standing beside them. At the end of the speech, they gave thanks to their
pals and mentioned the hard time they had been through together while
dealing with difficulties in reading.Tutees were more ready to express
their thoughts in English, read English story books and revise the
reading strategies they had learnt in lessons.

A movie, Shark Tale, was
shown on 18 May, the first day of
Language Week. The animation

Broadcasting g

The book sharing climaxed when the chairperson of the book club
gave a sharing on a book related to this year's theme of Faith. During
the speech, the members showed a yearning to read the book and in
the Q&A section afterward, they were extraordinarily enthusiastic in
answering the questions. One would be surprised by their eagerness in
answering questions as well as their zeal for getting prizes.

Be patient. Everyone has a

Jason, you did a great job!
chance to speak!

features the story of a little fish

and the secret between a vegetarian
Shark and him. Students found the
movie entertaining and the follow-
up question-and-answer session
educational. Views about the theme
of the year, Faith, were shared after
the movie. Many of the participants
admired the confidence and faith
that the main character possessed
and demonstrated in times of
difficulties. It is hoped that students
not only view film appreciation as
an English learning opportunity, but
also a channel of life education and
self-reflection.

A good beginning is half-succeeded!

‘.F.{E 4/5%%2 | Jl

An English Debate Competition was held on 21 May 2008 during the 7th and 8th period in the school hall. Three boys,
Brendan Fung Ping Ngai from 6 Faith, Jefferson Wong Chun Shing from 6 Hope and Hung Lok Tin from 6 Wi formed the
affirmative team while three girls, Cheung Ka Ki from 6 Faith, Ada Hau Ka Wai from 6 Hope and Choi Wing Man from 6
Wisdom spoke on behalf of the opposing team. Both teams tried their very best to present their arguments on the motion
“Passion should be preferred to financial considerations when choosing a job”. As the first attempt of an English Debate
Competition held during the Language week, the debaters, with their magnificent speech, were in the spotlight among
all the S4 and S6 students in the hall. The two adjudicators, Mr. Whelan and Mrs. Rao found the performance of students
impressive and astonishing. Finally, the opposition side won the event with their comprehensive reasoning and logical
rebuttal while Jefferson Wong from the affirmative side became the best debater with his remarkable presentation skills.

Have you ever dreamt of standing on the stage and delivering a breath-taking speech to audience? That would be a
pretty tough and challenging job to most people, but five of my schoolmates and I had a chance at it.

In the language week, the English society organized a wonderful activity --- the inter-class debate competition. Frankly
speaking, most of us were not confident in managing the speech at first; however, once we formed our team line, we decided
to try our best and not regret.

On the whole, we enjoyed a lot from the game. It not only was incredibly amazing but it also provided a great
opportunity for us to build up our confidence, improve our English proficiency, the proper manner while delivering a speech
and being spontaneous in responding.

We are looking forward to seeing you delivering a speech on the stage. As a matter of fact, you can be the next Barack
Obama. Now, let me show you our effort.

Hung Lok Tin (56 Wisdom)

It was the first time I joined a debate competition. In the beginning, I was so scared to talk in front of a crowd because
I was afraid that people would laugh at me about my poor English proficiency. However, in the end, I got over it and stood
in front of my schoolmates delivering a speech handsomely.

This debate competition marked a milestone in my life. I improved my presentation skills in those few days since I
discussed with teammates in English, this helped improve my English proficiency. What’s more, I am glad that I gained a
closer relationship with my classmates.

In short, I have earned a lot of experience in the competition.

Ada Hau Ka Wai (S6 Hope)

To be honest, I have never imagined I could stand on the stage, speaking to two hundred schoolmates. It is especially
difficult for me to pluck up my courage and present my speech calmly. Shyness is probably one of the reasons. Another is
that I have never participated in a debate competition. After this competition, I realized that debating is about cooperation
between teammates, rather than just a one-man job. I also found this competition inspiring and meaningful. It made
me really look into those social issues and helped me enhance my understanding about our society. All in all, it was an
interesting experience.

Cheung Ka Ki (S6 Faith)

After completing the debate, I am pleased I was there because I learnt a lot of new things. It increased my confidence
level and [ am now able to speak confidently in front of people. Moreover, during preparation for the debate, I got a global
perspective on the motion, i.e. passion should be preferred to financial considerations when choosing a job. This serves a
good reference for me when I find a job. Also, I would like to thank my partners (Hung Lok Tin and Jefferson Wong) for
helping me become a debater. Finally, I think instead of spending several hundred dollars attending tutorial course, students
should grab opportunities like this to enhance their skills in presentation and improve their English.

Brendan Fung (S6 Faith)

The victory goes to the girl debate team. I’'m impressed by that girl!

No way! Your argument is altogether absurd.

15



Mrs. Tsang-alsoe:jeins:-eur-discussion!

From September 2008 to December 2009, sixteen S3 students and six S2 students as well as fifteen S6 students and six S4 students
received public speaking training by the service provider called EL2100 respectively.

S2-S3 students had to write the scripts for homework before they attended the lessons. They were active learners as they kept asking and
answering questions relating to presentation skills.

S4 and S6 students received public speaking training for the 60th Hong Kong Schools Speech Festival and they learned the skills of
delivering the public speech thoroughly.

Some students who participated in these programmes took part in 60th Hong Kong Schools Speech Festival Public Speaking Solo and
Public Speaking Team Contests. The results were encouraging. One team of S3 public speaking team came third; another S3 team and one S4
team obtained the Merit Awards respectively. As for Public Speaking Solo, four S2 participants also obtained the Merit Award.

In summary, all participants thought the course could help them overcome the fear of speaking English and increase their ability to speak
English. They also agreed the teacher was knowledgeable. Also, 93 % agreed the course gave them meaningful opportunities to give different
types of speeches and 86% thought that the instruction was clear and helpful and felt they had learnt many new skills about public speaking.
However, only 21% thought the course helped them organize and prepare for speeches.

CheXtiongliongls tandardl@ hartered

From L to R: Alex He (S3 Faith), Howard Tse (S3 Faith), Jason Puncs (S1 Faith), Nathan Lam SS Faith) & Lai Ko Tlng (S3 Faith)

On 7 March 2009, five of us went for the preliminary round of the Hong Kong Standard Chartered English

Public Speaking Contest. This year, over 2,100 enthusiastic students took part in it. We were not able to go to

semi-Finals but we had learnt a lot about public speaking when we attended the briefing section of the contest.

We have learnt that Public Speaking can be divided into prepared speech and impromptu speech. Also, the key

to delivering a good speech is to be confident. How can we do this? To be confident, we first have to adjust

our mindset that we are not delivering a speech but communicating with the audience who are considered as

1 6 friends. By considering them as friends, we’ll soon overcome our nervousness and gain our confidence in
delivering a speech to a large audience.

How many heads are there?

%@@pmﬁm

ﬁ Canjm bl
“The Price of Freedom”

A good opening-you defined your subject- told us what you were going to talk
about-a moment of human-well done.

From Ghandi to yourself, national to personal you discussed freedom.

Vocally clear, you spoke with sincerity- a little short in time

Mrs. Ann Warr (Adjudicator)

Comments

“The Price of Freedom”

A well chosen opening sentence, delivered. A heartfelt plea for freedom. Able to use
pause to “space out” the speech, thereby holding interest. You learned the lesson the hard
way.

Mrs. Silvie Taylor (Adjudicator)

Mr. Lau, Mrs. Rao & Chan Yu Hon (S5 Wisdom)

Public Speakmg Team

“The importance of literacy in a modern world”

Good introduction-recalling early books that had to be written by hand
before the printing press impacted on society.

You argued convincingly that the need for communication in growing and
technology and computer meet this need.

Good point. Computers have not changed the power of words just
changed the way in which words are communicated.

You confirmed that the computer has taken over from the printed word.

Good statement. Words are knowledge and knowledge is power.

Mrs. Beryl Buteux (Adjudicator)

Mr. Lau, Mrs. Rao, Mr. Whelan, Chan Lai Hin (S3 Hope),
Chong Ka Fai (S3 Hope) & Cheng Ka Hin (S3 Hope) 1 7



GOREIoNgLIKoNGYS choolsYS peechYi=estival

This year was really special to our school. The total number of entries hit 80 in the 60" Hong

Kong Schools Speech Festival. Not only did we receive over 61 Merit Awards among the three

contests, namely, Public Speaking Solo & Team, Solo Verse Speaking and Prose Reading, but also

there were a shocking number of 28 participants from one class- S 3 Faith!

Solo Verse Speaking 2 " Runners-up

Comments

ChanjkenglChungl(S2jEaith)

The Hurt Boy and the Birds- John Agard

You communicate the poem directly to
the audience.

Your facial and vocal expression both
showed clearly the meaning of the poem.

Your pronunciation is good just watch the
difficult consonant endings and the tricky “th”
sound.

Rhythm and phrasing well stressed.

Mrs. Joan McCready (Adjudicator)

Mr. Lau, Mrs. Tsang, Ms. Yip, Ms. Mok, Chan Keng Chung (S2 Faith), Pang Wai

Kuen (S2 Charity) & Chan Lai Shun (S2 Charity)

Parig Wt [ven (G2 hartyy)

The Dark-James Carter

Expressive opening-

You were engaged with this work all through-

You gave us a colourful rendering and asked the vital
questions with good use of pace and emphasis-

More use of pause will enlarge the performance even more.

Myrs. Aideen Crowley Dynan (Adjudicator)

@nan Lai S (S2 Qoarisy)

The Dark- James Carter

Expressive opening-

You created a “dark” mood but caught the contrasts fairly well-
Do vary the pace more-

Avoid tendency to sustain last word in a line too often-

Do sustain ending.

Mrs. Aideen Crowley Dynan (Adjudicator)

Hhleald@uilsay,

I’m Sunny from 1Faith.
I enjoyed participating in the
solo verse. I thought the poem
was hard as I found the pacing
most challenging. I couldn't
breathe! But now I know how
to read the lines in a poem with
correct pacing, intonation and
expression.

Sunny Tao (S1 Faith)
18

by myself. It’s a good try.

This is my first time to join the
Solo Verse Speaking. Last year, I joined
the Choral Speaking. Our class came
second. I was not nervous but felt very
excited. However, performing solo verse
is more challenging. I am glad that I have
overcome the fear of saying the poem all

Terry Ong (S3 Faith)

Nervous — the only word to describe my
feelings when I walked up to the stage to perform
my solo verse; my feet were shaking! Thank God 1
was able to deliver the poem smoothly.

After my performance, I returned to my seat
and listened to the poems delivered by students
of other schools. Soon the result was finally
announced. I got a Certificate of Merit. I should
thank Mrs. Tsang for her effort on training me how
to say the poem with good intonation, articulation,
and diction. This was a valuable learning
experience for me. I certainly will join the Solo
Verse Speaking Contest again.

Andrew Lai (S3 Faith)

W erittAwards!

Solo)Verse Speaking;

Mr. Lau, Mrs. Tsang, Mr. Whelan, Mrs. Rao, Ms. Lui,
Ms. Tang, Ms. Lau & S1 Merit holders

RublicSpeaking,Solo)

Tat (S2 Wisdom)

Mr. Lau, Ms. Mok, Mr. K. M. Li, Cheung Ho Cheung (S2 Faith),
Chow Yin Chun (S2 Faith), Lai Hok Chung (S2 Hope) & Ng Kwan

N | AN R
‘L'fl‘ N

P

Mr. Lau, Mrs. Tsang, Mr. Whelan, Lai Ko Ting (S3 Faith

Mr. Lau, Mrs. Tsang, Ms. Mok, Ms. Yip, Mr. Li & S2 Merit holder:l

Kevin Ng (S3 Faith) & Tse Ho Yin (S3 Faith)
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Mr. Lau, Mrs. Rao, Ms. Ho, Chan Yat Long (S4
Wisdom), Chen Chun Fung (S4 Wisdom) & Chu Kiu
Sum (S4 Wisdom)

[Mr. Lau, Ms. Lau & Choi Chung Man (S4 Faith) |

Prose Reading

¢

P

)

Mr. Lau, Mr. Lee, Mr. Chong, Wong Chun Shing (S6
Hope) & Chung Man Ting (S6 Faith)

Thans (o dll Exygfiidh teadierd




gntegraied Skills Saehool-basad
@urriculum!

This is the second year of developing our integrated school-based curriculum
in junior forms. The aim of the curriculum is to develop an integrated programme,
which includes language arts especially the teaching and learning of short stories, to
prepare our students for the NSS curriculum.

What tappencd?

%* Implementation

Secondary One teachers shared and reflected upon their experiences in adapting the plans and
materials to suit the learning needs of this year’s S1 students. More grammar items were then
integrated into the curriculum to provide chances to teach the grammar items in context

Regular verbs Rules More examples
B.

He blew hard. The man felt the cold, strong wind. He began to have trouble walking.
The North Wind blew harder and harder. The man held his coat tighter and tighter
around himself. The air around him became freezing cold. (Paragraph 3

Students read extracts
of a story, identify the
. verbs in past tense,
discuss their use and
deduce the different

[He let out along, slow yawn, "Oh..Ohl It's so hot," and took off his coat. (paragraph 4) |

. +

They looked down from the sky and saw a big, strong man walking up the road. Irregular verbs Rules More examples wa y S t h at t h e y are
(paragraph 2) fOI’med.

Up in the sky, the Sun looked at the North Wind and said, "Sometimes it is better to

be gentle than to be forceful.” (paragraph 4)

In Secondary Two, a new group of teachers
participated in the project, the aim of the S2
curriculum was to provide more chances for
students to practice the reading strategies they
have learnt in S1 and to apply the strategies at
higher-level texts, especially in short stories.

The Reading Pals Programme was reorganised. S2 students
who are more advanced in the target reading strategies became
reading tutors to help their buddies develop their reading
strategies.

Varied book report forms used in the S1-3
English Extensive Reading Scheme were
revised to allow students practise the reading
strategies learned in class.

A “Visualisation” book report:
students draw pictures
and write descriptions as a
summary

20

* I m p a ct Text Adjectives for describing North Wind
(adjectives) (meaning)

ﬂO@m 1. The North Wind said, “I s ‘ AL

A core curriculum was devised as a result of am strong.” b it
co-planning. Links between different learning 2 “Letshaveacontest™ | S
objectives were created so that they could the North Wind said. | "% 1

reinforce each other to enhance learning 3. The North Wind thought | = Cavefu
effectiveness. for a long time. G . Lie
Integrating making inferences and vocabulary
teaching: students use contextual clues to
Assessment for learning improved and was used understand a character in a story and learn

to inform the teaching of reading, as well as
assessing other language skills.

adjectives to describe him

An example of reinforcing the reading-to-writing link: students understand text structure and make text-
to-self connections to write a modern fable using the writing framework:

The North Wind and the Sun says [t reminds nef my expcrfl}a\

The North Wind blew harder and ||
harder A :

The man held hs coat tighter ol |
tighter

The Sun snone its warm,
comfortable light down on the man

{The man took off his coat

Somefinet s better fo be ng'E, SomXines I
than to be forceful

The process approach: in pre-writing,
feedback is provided to students on

elaboration of ideas

The North Wind and the Sun says Tt repin@s me of my expeteg
Problem: The man took off his coat Ppaflem: g o
‘Setting: Once upon a time, in the Hing:
sky /inthehill.
Character 1: forceful
Action 1: What he did
The North Wind blew hardeg
harder

Your English teacher wonts you o Modern Fables
book. Use “The North wind and xanple. She wonts
your fable 10 be about something That happens in everycoy life and
has moral value.

Character 1: forceful
Action 1: What he did
Hher . He
y

¢ and 09
1 T i ¢

T: response to Action 1 T: response to Action 1

How did T feel? What i Tdo?  How did I feel? What did Tdo? . |
1 i conihag
1 o |

By gther_ond Sather

iy

tighter

flay online gam

[Character 2: gentie
Action 2: What he did

Character 2: gentle
Action 2: What he did
The Sun shone its warm,

confortable light down onthe mon | €41 1

T: response fo Action 2

T: response to Action 2
'The man took of f his coat " i i)

Anl

— ped T ol of 220
Moral Value Moral Value e
Sometimes it is better to be gentle g kY
ithan to be forceful !e

The revised plan leads to the actual writing: noticeable
improvements in both content and length

2¥learninglandjteachinglofireading

Both teachers and students find that the explicit teaching of reading strategies
benefit their teaching and learning.

Reading lessons were more student-
centred and students showed a higher
level of engagement.
encouraged to share responses to the
texts and became more willing to take
risks. Their phonological awareness
improved and they were more confident
in reading aloud.

They were
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Students reported:

“B T'have to think more in English lessons. m @

“® I am more interested in English.

“® I am less afraid of English. T . i ] "

. n and aftection T n mums'!
“® I do not daydream (or fall asleep) in class as often. i e = e —
A ; : Through wonderful drawings and words on Mother’s Da
“® T am now used to taking notes in English lessons as g ) g ) ¥, | Dear py,
it enhances my learning, boys expressed their fondness to their mums. b .
0 9 2 3 YOu for ¢a1,:
Have a look at the array of creations by our budding artists and writers! | bfgany Years, | o 18 CATE of g
i | Y. You a];V OW that or so :
] a ; t
Every afternoon, as they were COﬂiMhe S . . be You, I wigy W()rys 8ive me g a smart /
children used to go and the Giant's garden. Teachers’ knowledge of and strategies for teaching ish yoy p .
B e i where ( . . .
ey garden, Wigh soft green grass. er%% reading increased. More teachers took a more active role Happy Mothey
and there over the gras tiful flowers like stars@li¢ . . 0 . . LOVe,
e i ; e in developing the curriculum. A collaborative sharing Mother's Day o
broke out into defifate blosfoms of pink\and pearl, and in S .
the autumn bore rich fijk~1he birds sat on the<ees and culture was established.
sang so sweetly that the Thildren used to stop tlﬁ@ To my dearest mother
in order to listen to them. "How happy we are herel!" they » ol guy 10 this world wst\ike feather. : ﬁ s
cried to each other. x'a?i Teachers reported: M- ber al the mistakes made by e
- - * 1 5 1 | know you reme

Sudlars (el fstes of () keyeerds (0) fow Our tailor-made materials can better cater for the

ou mad and wortied.

to sound out unfamiliar words by identifying

But
the number of syllables

| promise NOW | won't make Y

needs of our students.

* [ have gained insight into teaching reading and
material development.

* Students’ improvement in the Second Uniform
Test told me that they had learned better through
repeated practice of the reading strategies.

* [ am glad that I have been given the materials. I
wouldn’t be able to prepare them in such detail.

* We spent a lot of time developing the materials
but we know they can be reused in the future.

4 wessage 1o you
Mother's Boy in the space belew Write shor
for Mo
Designa card
other 10 @xpress 't

’N’ Ju«;wr[‘g@m}dy\
w.‘#’h; ¢
W

¢
x J
e

your love: 1o her - =

My mum, you love and care,
always share:

| really enjoy what we

This feeling is rare,

Only 1 and you &@n share.

| thank you for your teaching,

is like you spending such a long time sharing-
No one is i A
Loving, caring and teaching,

| won't forgetas long as | am living:

fi Chine
AT Ve

Design a card for
Mother's tay i
ly in fhe sy
sow. Write shart wessage 10 o mother 1o express your love fo pace beloy,
Mother's bey i the s0ace: bel S your er.
vesignacard for IECCE o e —— e

mother To EXPTess:

Waysforward,

€ Provide more chances for students to practice the reading strategies in formal and

informal curriculum, especially in the Reading Pals Programme and the Book Club
activities.

€ Equip students with study skills, especially the note-taking skills.
Reinforce the interface between the junior secondary curriculum and the NSS.
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. . . 1* Lai Man Lok (S3 Charity) o .

st st st

1* Jason Puncs (S1 Faith) 1* Justin Ho (S2 Faith) & Kevin Ng (S3 Faith) 1* Au Wai Ching(S4 Faith)

2" Anthony Lau (S1 Faith) 2" Kennif Li (S2 Charity) 2" Terry Ong (S3 Faith) 2" Wong Ling Miu (S4 Charity)

"“\ ——
22 Co-planning with Ms. Eva Chiu Sharing teaching and learning experiences

3" Wong Kai Yin (S1 Courage)  3".Wong Sea Cheuk (S2 Hope) 3" Wong Chi Wing (S3 Charity) 3™ Keung Lok Yin (S4 Faith)
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Don't let
ne make
an‘\)/g believe

differently-

! show self-discipline when
T accept that things do nor
always go my o

's hard to
“beat SOMEONe...

J 207
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