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Editorial

Welcome to The Bond. You will
find this issue packed with what we
have done in the English Week which
was held in November. This year, we
organized different kinds of activities
during the Week.

Do you still remember all the
activities? The English Society had
organized the Drama Show, Book Club,
Movie Sharing, English Café, Radio
broadcasting, Language Games and the
preliminary contests of S1-S4 Solo Verse
Speaking, Prose Reading and Public
Speaking of the 59" Hong Kong Schools
Speech Festival.

Have you ever gone to English Café
to have snacks and drinks and talked
with English and non-English teachers?
| have been there and really had a
good time. Why don’t you drop in the
English Café and have a chat in English
with a free drink redeemed from your
participation in any English activities
throughout the year.

What are we waiting for? Let's have
a look at what we have done in English
Café ; S1-S4 preliminary contests during
the common lessons, Mr. Whelan’s
Corner and the Book Club to name a
few.

There is still a lot to discover inside
the Bond. Enjoy reading and keep having
fun. Finally, for those who have given a
hand to the English Week ---- Thank you.

Yip Hau Chung 6 Faith
Chairman of English Society
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Harry & Jacky

Emcees

Om OEO0 ® O EO

Outstanding
performers
(Solo Verse
Speaking)

Oom O N

Seconda

William & Lawrence

Secondary 2
MC1: O Philip

;. YO! Good morning there!
: welcome to the HKSSF preliminary contest

Participants and teachers

Secondary 4

*59x:HongKongfSchools

S1 - S4 Preliminary Contests

Secondary 1

Solo Verse Speaking

23" November, 2007 was a memorable day for our S1 students as there was an exciting competition among
contestants who were joining the Hong Kong Speech Festival 2007. This was a valuable experience for the contestants
to learn from one another and to improve their skills for a better

performance in the external inter-school competition.

The

atmosphere of the activity was excellent. Both the emcees and
the contestants were well prepared. The audience was highly
attentive at the competition. We hope that our S1 students will
have more opportunities to be exposed to English language arts
and in return they can learn the language with a greater interest.

MC2: B Calvin

2007! | am Calvin

: and | am Philip. Hey Calvin, why are we here

today?

: To enjoy listening to wonderful speeches and

poems.

: Really? How exciting! | can’t wait!
. Oh it sounds great | feel so excited!
: So what are we waiting for? Let's welcome the

speaker from Form 2Ho

; Put your hands together for Benny Lau 2 Ho!
. That was indeed delightful!! Please give him a

hand. Here comes our next contestant. Please
welcome Kevin Chong 2 Ho.

. That was awesome wasn't it? Let's now call

upon Anthony Chan from 2Ho.

: Wow! Don’t you think he gave a great

performance?

. Fantastic.
: Now Nathan Lam from 2 Ho is going to perform

his piece?
| just wonder how they do it? That was brilliant!

ry 3

Outstanding performers of Solo Verse

Speaking and Public Speaking Solo

I | was thinking of the same thing. Let's go for it!

: Hey, so who's next?

: Here comes Lau Ho Man from 2Ch.

: Come on let's enjoy it!

. | think he is really brave!

: | wouldn't be able to remember so many words

. Let's now welcome William Leung from 2Wi.

; That was lovely! (Thank you William)

. Now, here is Ng Chi Keung. Let's all welcome

: That was good.
: That's all for today.
. No, no! that's not

HOR OEOEROEON

Participants and teachers Oustanding performers

Solo Verse Speaking & Public Speaking Team
[}

I wish | could be that good. Shall we take partin  O0:

speech festival next year?

Now, the judges are going to present

outstanding award to the students.

W The award goes to_Nathan Lam from 2Ho . Mrs
Tsang please.

: Thank you Mrs.Tasng.

: Hey guys. Did you enjoy the show?

: Did you learn English from that?

;| am sure they did.

;. What a wonderful way to spend the Lunch time!

: Yal And hope you guys will learn to enjoy

English.

omOmOO0

him.
Philip Leung and Calvin Cheng (2 Hope)

the end. We have a
Public speaking team
from 2 FA.

. Oh, how exciting!

Public speaking! Let’
s give a big hand to
2 Fa team members.
They're, Lai Ko Ting,

Outstandin rformers and Participants and teachers
Tse Ho yin, Kevin Ng. ding pe pants €

teachers (Public Speaking Team) (Solo Verse Speaking)

Public Speaking Solo, Public Speaking Team & Solo Verse Speaking

The hall programme prepared S3 students for the Speech Festival and it was also a time to expose all S3
students to language arts — solo verse speaking and public speaking skills. It was a good opportunity for some of
the Speech Festival participants to practice before a large group of audience and they did a great job during the
common lessons of S3

Some of them suffered from stage fright but they had all tried their best and | had the confidence that they would
do better and better. | trust that under their teachers’ guidance and with more practices, they could learn a lot on to
improve their pronunciation and delivery of speech.

The participants included two groups of my friends from 3Faith representing the school for public speaking teams,
two students from 3 Hope doing solo public speaking and one boy from 3? reciting a poem. The topic of their speech
was about ‘education’ — a universal subject matter that all young students are concerned with. All schoolmates of S3

listened to them attentively )

and we all agreed that Matthew & Brian
they had put in a lot of effort. This was also the second
time for me to become the MC of an English activity.
Though | was still nervous and my knees were shaking,
| found myself more at ease on the stage. | truly believe
that both participants and audience can learn a lot
on speaking and listening skills from similar nature of
activities.

Matthew Ho, 3 Faith

Outstanding performers

Solo Verse Speaking & Public Speaking Solo

During the S.4 English Day, five students (S.4 Faith Ng Tsz Him, S.4 Charity
Lam Kin Hang, S.4 Charity Szeto Shing Ka, S.4 Wisdom Wan Ho Man and S.4
Wisdom Wong Yiu San ) were invited to present their poems and speeches in the
presence of their peers before their actual performance in the Hong Kong Schools
Speech Festival in December, 2007. Their refined solo-verses and public speaking
speeches demonstrated good models for their counterparts. Congratulations
to Wan Ho Man and Wong Yiu San who have won prizes for their outstanding
performances.
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®| 59" Hong Kong Schools Spet
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Choral Speaking S2 Boys
1% Runner-up

Skimbleshanks: The Railway Cat/(Verses 1 & 2 Only)
2% I NN NN AN AN NNNNNNNNNRNNNE

by T.S. Eliot
There's a whisper down the line at 11.39 You may say that by and large it is Skimble who's in charge
When the Night Mail's ready to depart, Of the Sleeping Car Express.
Saying "Skimble where is Skimble has he gone to hunt the From the driver and the guards to the bagmen playing cards
thimble? He will supervise them all, more or less.
We must find him on the train can't start.' Down the corridor he paces and examines all the faces
All the guards and all the porters and the stationmaster's Of the travellers in the First and in the Third;
daughters He establishes control by a regular patrol
They are searching high and low, And he'd know at once if anything occurred.
Saying "Skimble where is Skimble for unless he's very nimble  He will watch you without winking and he sees what you are
Then the Night Mail just can't go.' thinking
At 11.42 then the signal's nearly due And it's certain that he doesn't approve
And the passengers are frantic to a man - Of hilarity and riot, so the folk are very quiet
Then Skimble will appear and he'll saunter to the rear: When Skimble is about and on them ove.
He's been busy in the luggage van! You can play no pranks with Skimbleshanks!
He gives one flash of his glass-green eyes He's a Cat that cannot be ignored,;
And the signal goes “All Clear!' So nothing goes wrong on the Northern Mail
And we're off at last for the northern part When Skimbleshanks is aboard.

2. Of the Northern Hemisphere!

‘l AN ENENENNNENENENENENENRENENRNENRERNERNERNED
Adjudicatoras Remarks It was a good experience for me and

my classmates to join the choral speaking
competition. We performed a poem

“Voices grouped to “Skimbleshanks: The Railway Cat” This
provide interest and vocal poem talks about a cat called, Skimble and
variation... Inventive and he was the mascot of the train - only when
sound effects did blend he appeared would the train ready to start.
with overall presentation... Everyone was looking for him when the time
Well focused group.” of the train would leave approached. We

had learnt team work, eye contact and clear
Mrs. Patricia Irvine articulation... We got the first runner up. We
Adjudicator are very happy to get this prize.

S2 Faith choral speaking team with Mr. Lau (Principal), _
Ms D. Yiu, Mrs. Rao and Mr. T. J. Whelan Howard Tse S2 Faith
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S2 Hope Lam Ning Fung

from Mrs. Priscilla Morris

591HonNg

receiving his certificate é

S4 Public Speaking Solo,
S4 Wisdom Wong Yiu San
with Fr. Kim (Supervisor)
and Mrs:-Rao

“A bright face... good
audience contact...derived
the value of talking from
experience...delightful
speech, well organized
and presented...”

Miss Penelope Charteris
Adjudicator

S4 Solo Verse Speakinhg,
S4 Wisdom Wan Ho Man
with Fr. Kim (Supervisor)
and Mrs.Rao

“This was shared
clearly and well painted...
Good effort to vary the
pace. You were involved
in the speaking...”

Mr. David Fonville
Adjudicator

“...clear opening... good flow
in the phrasing with natural vocal
notes... bright expressive face...
controlled the pauses for thought
well... nice ending.

Mrs. Priscilla Morris

St

o4 Runner-ub
solo Verse Speakind
public Speaking 52
public Speaking =

S2 Public Speaking Team

1 Dec was the big day — the day of our
Public Speaking Team competition.

Public speaking is a speech competition in
which you write your own speech with the title
given by the one who holds this competition
Seven days before the competition. The team for
this competition is composed of three members.
Among the three team-mates, there will be one for
the introduction, one for the main idea, and the last
for conclusion.

The title we received for the competition was
“Keeping Fit”. When | first approached the topic,
| started thinking of a slim body shape, but my
teacher said that she wanted something special,
so we came up with the idea of keeping mentally
fit. Itis actually quite easy for me because | talked
about this about a year ago after reading a book
about teenagers’ mental problems. But, of course, |
needed to have some new ideas this time, for this is
actually the first time our school tried joining public
speaking competitions rather than choral speaking
competitions and solo verse speaking competitions.

At the competition, we were the second to
give the speech. To our surprise, most of the other
teams were only talking about physical fitness, so it
made our team’s topic sound more special. It was
not easy for me, maybe because | was the one
giving the main speech and | took the most time.
My legs were trembling as | walked to the center of
the room, but | started to calm down once | started
my speech, and it came out well! After all the
worrying, we won third place - and it is the first time
we joined public speaking!

Lai Ko Ting 2 Fa

Adjudicator@

IKong!Schools!Speechifestival

S2 Solo Verse Speaking,
Lam Ning Fung with Fr. Kim
(Supervisor) and Mrs. Rao

S2 Faith Tse Ho Yin, Lai
Ko Ting, and Ng Fung
Kevin Yeuk Wah with Ms
Sheila Howells

S1-3 Public Speaking Team, S2 Faith
Tse Ho Yin_ (left), Lai Ko Ting, and Ng
Fung ‘Kevin Yeuk Wah-(right) with 'Fr. Kim
(Supervisor), Ms D. Yiu and Mrs. Rao

“First speaker, an excellent introduction...
could hear every word. Sincere speaking...

“Second speaker, a lovely vocal... speak
very clearly indeed and were able to pause to
stress certain points...

“Third speaker, ... able to communicate
with the audience... involved us by questions.
“Convincing public speaking...”

Ms Sheila Howells
Adjudicator

S5 Solo Verse Speaking, S5
Wisdom Lam Chun Wing with Fr:
Kim (Superyisar) and Mrs. Rao

“Good communication... Good projection
and pronunciation... good use of vocal range
ahd use of voice. Good facial expression.”

Mr. Gerry Tebbutt
Adjudicator.
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Festival

ong:Kong!Schools!Speech

Cchen Wel [Hin, Cheng) i Fel, and Lew Chi Leuk @#ght)
[Kim (Superviser), Mis. Reo ancd Ms S. Chen

S2 Sello Yerse Speaking , S2 Cherlly Lau Ho Men (i), S2
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1% Prize)

S2 Courage Wong Yuen Yat

2™ Prize

Winners and merit holders of bookmark design competition

Merit: Holders;

S2 Charity Lai Man Lok

3/ Prize)

S3 Charity Choi Chung Man  S2 Charity Matsuoka Tatsuki S2 Faith Chan Yik Fung

S1 Justice Li Hung Kin S5 Faith Chung Tsz Hei S5 Wisdom Hung Tsz Kit S5 Faith Hui Yuk Pong
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“Magic” is the theme of the Book Club Activities during
the English Week. We started off by having the “Floating
Object” magic show in the morning assembly. A group of
student magicians performed marvellously and the audience
felt excited as well. Following that, the Book Club gathering
was held on 29" Oct, 07. Students were asked to guess the
tricks behind the two magic shows, “Pivetratip Cards” and
“Magic Rods”. Lastly, students shared some of the magic
books they had read before with their schoolmates as well.

BOOk pres

entati
1* English Book Club Meeting 2007-08 Wong k ation p

'ng Leung and Ms

y S§7 Hope
D.Yiy

A heYNEirgCorner Wﬂ‘n@n Mondays%from|
wmm i Infeesitad stostn tur
SOMme haCtivitieSy inclideISomexClassicy

) e Rlsilemeny, cud) oy also spend
conversational \Way JASIWEI aS]
o clhaealktes [Pye cus b
cemd allkng © e Langvags Reem
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Friday has long been declared
as the English Speaking Day at
our school. Students can be heard
chatting with teachers in English
all along the corridor. Upon the
presentation of their ‘English Activity
Passport’, students are rewarded cute
stamps which can then be redeemed
English Speaking Day ambassadors in for free drinks and snacks at English
action Café during lunchtime. What attracts
the participants more are the interesting language learning games such as
crossword puzzles, tongue twisters and word searches. You can also see English
Ambassadors busy running around and interviewing students. As the proverb - glish Speaking Day
says, ‘practice makes perfect’, students will definitely enjoy another fruitful and  participants are reaping their
rewarding year. rewards

- —
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The English Q >

Café was definitely

a fun place to visit,

where students could

enjoy chatting with

teachers in English,

having mouth-watering

delicacies and having

an array of English

board games like
‘Scrabble’, ‘Harry

Potter’ and the like. In general, students were enthusiastic in chatting

with the teachers and the English ambassadors. Junior form students

particularly enjoyed chatting and playing the board games with the

English ambassadors. Some said that the games helped them learn

some new English words. There is no doubt that the response was Hlaving achati withiMrilfeerand MriWhelan
overwhelming. agthelCare

L B
AN\ AN\ AN\ A\ A\ AN\ AN\ AN\ SN\ A\
~ < < ~ ~ ~ < ~ - ~
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The relationship
between an enhanced
environment and effective
language learning is more
intriguing than we could
imagine and it is the reason
for radio broadcasting to
be held every Wednesday
at our school. Rather
than confining the use
of language arts to the )
classroom, we invited Final checking by Mr. Chong and Ms Y. Ho
student helpers to be our disc jockeys and help broadcast haunting
songs during lunchtime on these great days. Instead of just
looking for tuneful melodies, we consider meaningful lyrics another
indispensable element when making our choice. A recent episode on
‘friendship’ has generated great response among our students.

It is surely the student helpers’ concerted effort that has inspired
everyone at school to enjoy a relaxing yet natural way of learning
English and experiencing western culture. Come and share the

Setting things up for lunchtime song dedication Peace at heart with us.

Albrandnew/look<toithe2007-08 English'Cafe
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Learning English is fun. All of you will agree with that
when we learn English through games. As to provide
students with an opportunity to learn English through fun
games, a Language Games Day was held during recess
and lunchtime on 1* November 2007 in the Language
Room as one of the English Week activities. Three game
stalls decorated with colorfully designed sheets were set
up, with boards showing the rules of the games.

Students learnt different parts of speech, spelling
rules and pronunciation while having fun. The event was
successful and especially popular among the Secondary
one and two students.

Test your English proficiency through playing games

In general, students were enthusiastic in playing the games.
They found the games very intriguing and interesting. Some said that
the games, to a great extent, helped them learn some new English
words that they could hardly learn in class. Junior form students, being
unfamiliar with the syntactic relationship of the words, found it hard to
make a correct choice. However, they said the games really motivated
them and helped them realize the importance of English grammar and
vocabulary.

Overall, the activity was a success in respect of students’

participation and response.
Captured by the maze

—_—\ e (@) @) @) (@

There was a hall programme for S4 and S5 students during English Week on
1* November 2007. Five Secondary Six students who got an excellent result in
the HKCEE, English Language were invited to share their experience in preparing
for the HKCEE. Edmund Yip, Toby Tang, Kiki Chiu, Castin Wong and Kelvin Chan
did a fabulous presentation and impressed the audience in the hall.

All form 4 and 5 students should be ready to have a fight as the HKCEE
is coming. After joining a talk ‘Sharing on HKCEE’ during English Week on .
1* November, you should not be frustrated and would learn how to study
effortlessly! On that day, we have invited Edmund , Toby , Kik , Castin and Kelvin who "
tried their very best last year and finally did marvelously in the HKCEE to share with us. They shared their experience
in all the English papers, including listening, speaking, reading and writing. Also, we discussed about the possible ways to get
ourselves prepared before the exam. We have also invited Mr. Jasper Liu from Magazines Int's(Asia) to share with us how our
English can be improved through reading magazines.

I love learning English when | make it an everyday pastime.
How to improve your English language? You can listen to English
songs, watch English programs reading English newspaper and
magazines. | like watching T.V's news and listening to English
songs! | try to concentrate on subtitles while listening to the
pronunciation. When 1 listen to English songs, | will surf the
internet to find the lyrics and learn from that.

After the sharing, my classmate, William, also expressed
his view that he has learned lots of vocabulary by the ways
the guests suggested. He feels like there is a tremendous and
comprehensive dictionary in his mind !

It is not easy to acquire perfection in a foreign language but
we should try our very best to acquire basic proficiency in English
communication.

4Wisdom, Wong Yiu San, Wilson
How to improve our English proficency?
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The English Department kicked off the English Week with the
spectacular Theatre in Education (TIE) show for S1-S3 students
during the afternoon lessons on 29" October 2007 in the school hall.

Excited boys!

Hi! Welcome to the show

Program Title: Ooops.... | killed a penguin (a live educational
drama for students in English).

Aims

@ Stimulate students’ awareness of choices, decisions, and
global warming.

@ Educate students that every decision they make has
consequences.

@ Help students explore universal problems and possibilities
of life, relationships and the world

® Improve students’ listening and speaking skills

@ Increase the vocabulary related to environmental protection

Production Company: Dramatic English (Theatre In Education)

A fantastic show

Emcees of the show

Our Principal, Mr. P. L. Lau presented the souvenir
to Dramatic English actor and actresses

IH
N




and to introduce the lovely
characters. | thought
this drama was very
Dramatic English ente_rtalnmg. It told us that
is proud to present environmental protection

our latest Theatre was very important.SIf we

TheatrellAlkducationlim & & e W1 of s Grama

in Education (TIE) don't help;‘then the"animals
show. “Ooops... | wiIIsuﬁero_rf\ﬁandie.
killed a Penguin: from | think 6Ur Schoolmates
decision making to canglearn much about
global warming”. In the nvironment fromithis
this original comedy,

our TIEgteam revea?/s 2 r—-hke this oA
how personal decisions

affect surrounding

environment and how
we could contribute to Emcees making a concluding remark
save our planet. for the show

It's our pleasure
to perform for S1-S3
students of St Joan of
Arc Secondary School
on the first day of the
English week which
was held between 29"
October 2007 and 2™
November 2007. Thanks
to schools’ cooperation.
Our performance Tell me the theme of the show
was very successful.
Students showed
enthusiastic response
during the show. We
were pleased to see that
in interactive sections,
students were really
keen on participating
and speaking out
their own opinions.
Conversions led by two
MCs also brought much
fun to the show.

We hope “Ooops... We won't kill penguins.
| Killed a Penguin” would Promise!
bring audience joy as
well as initiate their
attention on the global
warming issue. We will
have more performance
visits in different schools
and we hope that more
students will experience
the pleasure of learning
English through drama.

We learned that we must
protect the environment

Dramatic English Ltd

Participants of the interactive session
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In what way Information Technology
can help to enhance an English-rich
environment?

A language-rich environment is vital to
successful English language as well as
EMI teaching. To ensure this, several
strategies including the use of IT should
be taken to make the use of English
obvious throughout our campus.
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® Different EMI subject panels are

encouraged to enhance the English
library collections including books,
journals, magazines as well as IT and
other audio-visual materials.

For students who are keen to improve
their English, the school can provide
them more self-access software for
learning English.

An English Website for EMI and
English Language Teaching should
be established. School documents
( English version) such as Year Plan,
Annual Report, teachers’ profile as well
as vocabulary lists, useful websites
relevant to the EMI subjects and

M k‘CRWong ll((Hiadlof]Informationjlechnol 0ogyACommittee))

students’ writings should be uploaded
and constantly refreshed in the website.

Q: We know that you have been teaching

EMI classes for a number of years.
Do you have any advice for other
teachers taking up EMI classes?

A: Teachers are also encouraged to

keep challenging themselves to take
international language tests and attend
language courses
to upgrade their
language

proficiency.
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A: Language proficiency is one of the

major advantages for further work
and studies. Being proficient in
English would allow our students to
communicate with a wider range of
people around the world and open up
greater opportunities for their future.
Equipping students with better English
is certainly our school’'s major concern.
We have tried our very best to create
an authentic English environment to
motivate students to learn English. We
emphasize the use of the language
in our daily life. English is used not

only for study but also for pleasure
and enjoyment. English can also be
a medium of acquiring knowledge in
different areas as ample resources are
available in this knowledge world. It
is found that students being exposed
to English in other subjects learn the
language in a more sophisticated way.
As English beomes a tool for acquiring
knowledge instead of a discrete
subject matter, students make great
progress in their language proficiency
and English is being more actively and
frequently used in their personal life.

A: With the funding from the Education

Bureau under the English
Enhancement Scheme, our school
adopts a whole-school approach to
create an English-rich environment

Yl YV Bt { el ] o Bl Pepariment )

for students. English corners are
set up in every classroom. English
texts in various types are posted
everywhere around the campus.
English Ambassadors are recruited to
promote the use of English on English
Speaking Day and at the English
Café. Students are trained in public
speaking courses to become confident
and competent in speaking English.
English and non-English teachers
collaborate in preparing cross-
curricular teaching materials and
cultivating students’ reading habits.
Multifarious English activities including
drama performance, film show, English
TV program production, English songs
dedication, book sharing and NET’s
corner are organized throughout the
year. All in all, we aim to maximize
students’ exposure to English and
make English learning more related to
their daily life in a more authentic and
multi-dimensional way.

MrTerryfiude}Whelan]((Native]EnglishjTeacher)

(Mr. Whelan)A: Before | become a NET

here at St. Joan of Arc Secondary
School, | have taught English here in
Hong Kong for the past seven years. |
have taught in four schools of various
bandings, from Tuen Mun to Po Lam,
so | think | have a good grasp of the
English abilities of students in local
schools. | feel the students here at
SJA are not only capable of handling
EMI, but that they would benefit
greatly from such a change.

The current amount of exposure
to English that our students receive
is acceptable. However, if they were
given the opportunity to use the
language in other subjects, then their
ability and comprehension could only
be increased. As it stands, other than
in their English lessons, it falls to the

and|MrsNRacl({EnglishiTeacher)

members of the English Department
to supplement the student's exposure
through extra-curricular activities.
While these are effective, they can in
no way equal the impact that would be
felt with the switch to EMI. Although
our students are quite competent in
English, it is difficult to impress upon
them the importance of learning
English in a CMI situation. If the other
subjects were offered in an English
language environment, the cumulative
effect would be apparent and positive.
While the students here are able, the
opportunities provided by EMI would
make them much more capable.

(Mrs. Rao )A: | have taught in this school
for 17 years. | think English medium
instruction holds good for our school
for the following reasons:

 Students at SJA can cope with EMI.
» Students will be exposed to more

English, expanding their vocabulary
bank and reducing the workload of
English teachers.

Most academic subjects are in
English at advanced levels. Therefore,
students should be trained to cope
with that. Instead of switching to
English Medium Instruction at a later
stage, training them when young helps
them gain entry into the university.
Most Chinese version science
textbooks are not of good quality and
those literal translations from English
version distorts the meaning, thus
affecting students learning. Not to
mention some of those reference
books which are available only in
English version.
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