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English Language

New Senior Secondary Curriculum

The New Senior Secondary Curriculum is an integral part of the continuum of English Language education developed from
students’ basic education. Students are expected to broaden and deepen the language competencies, further develop their interest and
confidence in using English, and further broaden their knowledge, understanding and experience of various cultures in which English
is used. Apart from the Compulsory part, students have to spend one-fourth of their learning in the Elective Part. The modules in the
Elective Part are categorized into Language Arts and Non-Language Arts groups.

Restructuring the Junior Secondary Curriculum

As to align with the New Senior Secondary Curriculum, Language arts elements have been incorporated in the Junior Secondary
Curriculum since 2007. We focus on the teaching and learning of reading strategies as an entry point of the learning of the four
language skills. There were chosen texts from short stories, poem and songs in our learning pack and thus, these two elective
modules, namely, Learning English through Short Stories and Learning English through Poems and Songs would probably be
offered for our students in their senior forms. To better cater for the needs of our students, Learning English through Workplace
Communication and Learning English through Social Issues would be developed for different groups of students as their non-
Language Arts elective module.
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Ms.

Eva Chiu is the
Language Support Officer

for our school. She
has been working
with us on developing
the junior form
integrated curriculum

since last year.
Together with our team of
English teachers, the curriculum is designed using reading strategies as an
entry point for the development of students’ four integrated skills.

Mok: As the Language Support Officer for SJA, can you tell us some
features of the integrated school- based curriculum of the junior
forms?

Chiu: | am happy to see that your school aims to achieve a curriculum
with the four language skills - reading, listening, speaking and writing -
integrated. With reading as an entry point, some elements of the New

Senior Secondary Curriculum (NSSC) are introduced in the junior forms.”
This will surely help prepare the students for the NSSC.

Mok: From your observation, what are the characteristics of SJA
students in learning English? ' |
Chiu: | notice from my lesson observation that the students are morej
engaged and confident in themselves.. They seem to enjoy some
teaching strategies like story telling and are willing to express themselve
in the reading lessons. They are given more chances to interact wi
the text and encouraged to share their responses with their classm
Equipped with the necessary skills taught (e.g. phonics skills), they
more willing to take risks in learning.

Mok: What do you recommend that we do to enhance our existin
junior form integrated school curriculum?

Chiu: While you are to introduce new learning objectives to students,
it is important for them to consolidate what they have learnt following
the spiral learning model. Teacher should also review and revise the
materials developed when they reuse them with S1 and S2 students in

the following years so that their learning needs can be better catered for. -




There were over 80 entries
rom our school in the 60th Hong
".h ong Schools Speech Festival.
The performance of our students
was impressive. Among them, Ng
Wai Lam from 5 Wisdom got the
champion and Lawrence Chan from
5 Wisdom, the second runner-up in
Public Speaking Solo. Chan Lai Shun
nd Pang Wai Kuen from 2 Charity,
Keng Chung from 2 Faith were
econd runners-up in Solo Verse
aking. Kevin Chong, Chan Lai
and Cheng Ka Hin, Calvin from
Hope were the second runners-up
Public Speaking Team. Apart from
ﬁe winners, there were altogether 61
~ merit holders this year.

sants in Public speaking solo and

acher Faimars

Participants in Solo Verse Speaking
and their teacher trainers

Participants in Public Speaking Team and
their teacher trainers

60" Hong Kong Schools Speech Festival

Participants in Prose reading and
their teacher trainers

Our Principal, Mr. Lau, winners in Solo
Verse Speaking and their teacher trainers

-.n_.\_;'.

Our Principal, Mr. Lau, winners in Public Speaking Team and
their teacher trainers

Ng Wi [Lerm Willlem @ Wiselen), Chenipien, Pulblle Speelking

On 27" November | participated in the
Hong Kong Schools Speech Festival Public
Speaking competition. Winning was a foreign
term to me so | can hardly believe that | was a
champion in the 60th speech festival! Thanks
to my English teacher, Mrs. Rao, | had the
opportunity to compete with other top schools.

Pang Wai Kuen Jason (2 Charity),
Second runner-up, Solo Verse Speaking

During the practice | had to work
very hard. The teacher was strict but she
inspired me a lot. When | was performing
the poem, | was a
bit nervous. Now
I understand the
meaning of “No pain,

41 no gain”.

Lawrence Chan (5 Wisdom), Second
¢ runner-up, Public Speaking Solo
, This is the first time | participated
in the Public Speaking Competition.| was
pleasantly surprised to be the second
runner-up.l have learnt quite a lot from
this _competition, such as speaking in a
convincing way, using
correct intonation,
and most importantly,
I found out that
smiling is essential
during presentation.

| have learnt something through this
competition. Though practice is so exhausting,
it really helps a lot. There is a Chinese saying
and | agree with it very much, that is “ten years
effort for a minute on stage.” To have a prize,
we must pay a price. No pain, no gain!

I Festival, the
of is the feeling
e and the mood
y first attempt at

rse speaking. since | was SO
able to
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Mrs. Rao, English Teacher

| have been training my students on solo verse for nearly 17 years. Through
the years | have gained much experience and enjoyed the training process.
Fortunately students have been cooperative and have been generally willing to learn
the skills which made it that much easier and worthwhile.

| have been involved with various kinds of speech training; solo verse, prose,
duologue, choral and public speaking solo and team. Of these, | find public speaking
the most challenging. The whole process spans over several weeks. | am very
pleased with SJA students as they are very enthusiastic and committed. Pupils here
enjoy and value the experience.

Regardless of all the difficulties, exertion
and anxieties, | find the practice a rewarding
experience. It gives tremendous satisfaction
and joy to see my students learn the skills
and speak with finesse. There is no doubt that
students who have received training on various
speech skills exhibit confidence and have gone
on to do well in posts of responsibility.




Experience English Drama at our school — The Legend of Mulan

The Legend of Mulan performed by Chunky Onion Productions, was brought on stage at St Joan of Arc Secondary School on
17" November 2008 as part of our English Enhancement Scheme to create an English-rich environment. Students were exposed
to Educational English Drama and a fun way of English learning. Watching this traditional Chinese tale, students enjoyed th5q.
newly-created characters, refreshing elements and interactive performance. No wonder the enthusiastic response from students

was overwhelming during the show.

Sharing from Mr. Whelan, NET

In early November, all Form 1-3 students attended a drama
performance in the school hall. The Legend of Mulan was
performed by a local theater company Chunky Onion. The
play lasted around an hour, and a question and answer
session followed. This is a yearly activity at our school, and
the benefits of learning English through drama are numerous.
First of all, watching a performance is fun. Anytime you can
get the students out of the classroom, but still maintain a
language learning focus, is time well spent. By following
the action onstage, the students are absorbing English
in a different way. Rather than listening to a teacher in a
classroom, they are watching actors recite dialogue. | feel
they pay closer attention when presented with challenge.

Also, the play was a musical, and lyric sheets were provided
to the students in advance. So, when the songs wer
being sung, students were able to follow along with th
words. This type of reinforcement is very useful in helping
students to improve their vocabulary. Finally, the question
and answer session gave the students the opportunity to
qguestion the actors about
the performance, and about
the life of an actor. This type
of interaction is valuable,
since our students get few
opportunities to converse in
this way. | look forward to
next year's performance.
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